in      BIRD OF BRIGHT PLUMAGE

of '14 that family history took a stealthy step
forward. Young John Henries, aged now seven,
was the cause. He was a very typical Herries
child, square and strong like his grandfather,
rather sensitive, but with a more plentiful allow-
ance of humour and less sentiment about his
father than David had had about his.

In fact at this time he had no sentiment about
either his father or his mother. His mother he
quite honestly disliked. He knew that she did
not care for him. He hated to be embraced by
her. In his father he was more truly interested;
but this was a bad period for anyone to be in-
terested in Francis. John saw him as a thin,
severe, august figure moving about the place
giving orders. He admired his father, but was
happier when his father was not present. For
Dorothy, his sister, he had a feeling of mixed
contempt and protection. She cried a great deal,
and she clung to Mrs. Ponder, whom he, John,
without extenuation or limitation, detested. No,
he thought very little of Dorothy.

His whole heart was given to Judith, and had
been ever since she had gone to the Tarn with
him to sail his boat. He was very tenacious of
ideas and affections. He loved Judith because
he trusted her, because she talked to him like a
human being, because she did not mess him
about with embraces, because she was always so
clean and neat (he was already fastidious about
these things), because she thought the things in
which he was interested important, because she
considered the things funny that he considered